[Management of co-morbidities in demented patients].
The interaction between co-morbidities and dementia is complex. Are co-morbidities dementia or age-related ? Does one die of dementia or with dementia ? Presentation of illness is atypical in older populations but particularly so in individuals with dementia. How should one then detect and measure the co-morbidity burden, what is the best management and the most ethically correct approach to decision making ? We will discuss basic principles that can be applied to ensure optimal care of co-morbidities in people with dementia with some practical examples.